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Montgomery County's Office of 
~gislative Oversight will assess 
!ow county agenda approve and 
nforce development standards, fo- 
using first on actions Wt allowed 

&ut # homes to be b d t  too tidl 
or ,r d m  to the s b e t  in the 

: Clarksburg Town Crnter. 
C)n Tu&y the County Council 

& p r i  tht. wvim to OLO and asked 
the m u n z n i t h g  M c e s  and 
Park and g departmen$ to I%+ 
view all sitr p h  appmved in h e  
county m w  !h past two yen .  

"We have a &is of public confi- 
dence . . . land] we have to mmct 
that crisis," said council F'&dent 
Thonlds E Perez (D-Dist 5) of Tako 
ma Park. "I want to make sure 
whether Clarkbwg is an isolated 
incident or the tip of the iceberg." , 

Planning o f f i d s  c d d  for a to - 
to-bottom audit almost two wee ra 
d o after a gmup of Clarksburg r e  
itents discovered hundreds of 
height and setback violations and 
learned that a p h e r  had deletrd 
some mhictions and lied about i t  

The planner, Wynn Witthans, re- 
signed after sht- adni1tt.d ~r) changq 
data in a key Itxd dmmmt. Some of 
her dehdrrs  say she had not intend- 
c d  to fahi* h e  document but w j 5  
trying to c w m t  inconsistenues. 

But the revelations - including 
c-onfusion between the county's 
planning and permitting de art- 
mmts about who is respntwib /' e for 
v e n f p g  compIiance - have 
s ark@ new questions ahwt  the 
&roughness and integrity of plan- 
ning and developmeni review 
prmXEes. 

"It's abundantly clear that w e  
don't hdve enough enforcement 
pen le," Perez said. 

Me c o d  expects a rr Iri on 
std6ng needs in two weeK and 
could-raix fees charged developers 
to pay for more inspectors, he said. 

After the muncil examints tlw 
OLX') review, which is due in 5ep- 
ternher, it r d l  decide what other 
questicms need to be answered and 
may order a fd audit, said C o d -  
man Michael J. Knapp (DL>ist 2) of 
Germantown, whose district in- 
cludes Clarksburg . 

Planning Board Chairman B r -  
ick P. kr1age  id thu OLO review is 
consistent with the examination that 
planning offiaah want. 

REtt&g off sadons 

On Thursday, the Planning 
Board decided that buyers who own 
or hold a contract for homes that are 
foo tall or too c l w  to s b b  d be 
pmwed. 

Although the board decided in 
two votes, that develqwr New-- 

d h c k  r&tritions, it 

. -. . 

Daw~d 5 S+encefTne , a t e  

This condMkrlum apartment buHdlng an Clarksburg Square Road la the tallest bulldhg b, the ~ tWHwrg  
Town Center, wfilch vtotates helght standards forth8 dwelopment. No one Ls calllng for the bulldlng to be 
shortened, but the county Piannhg Board Is stlll assessing what klnd of sanctions the builder may face. 

on h e s  or sanctions until ~ u l y  28. 
Other violations that nlay be dis- 

covered wlll be decided on a c & ~ -  
bycase basis by *king for amend- 
ments, the board said. . 

An ad hoc group d homeowrr 
ers, called the Clarksburg Town 
Center Advisnry Commitk?,' conl- 
plained to lanners in August 2004 
that some r~ rimes were being buiIt 
hgher than the steeple r)f Ilistoric 
Clarksbuq United Methodist 
Church, 'an agreed-upon bench- 
mark. 

Plans dmignated the church as 
the Town Cenier's hghcst point and 
a cente iece of the new develop- 
mmt, w 'R ich is we11 on the way to 
boosting Ctarksburg's population 
from 2,000 ti) almost 40,000. 

During a nearly nine-hour hear- 
ing in Silver Spring on Thursday, the 
Clarksburg committee members 
said they are hubltd by other vio- 
lations, hcludmg the conshctian 
of a townhouse in the right of way 
for a road rorniscd to connect 
homes to the htoric church. 

Some County Corincil members 
have said thq  do not Meve  that 
the county's inspector general, 
Thornas J. Daglc y who n.as appoint- 
cd in April, has the staff needed to 
inv-hgatc the counys planning 
and ap mal process. 

But b agley said that it is the kind 
of job his office was mated to do 
and that he can h e  outside invati- 
gators. 

Da ley did not return calls Tues- 
day as& if he a h  will invatigaie 
the matter. 

But Knapp said an investigation 
:,by dw inspector general could be 
-mongL*next skps." ' ' 

.'~lw violattans keap 
some homebuyers from mov- 
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In any case, reviewers need to 
look at why it took so long for-the De- 
p h e n t  of Park and P W g  to act 
on the Clarksburg \iolations, said 
Wayne Goldstein, a preservationist 
and first vim pnsident of t h ~  Mont- 
prnPry Cnuniy Civic Federation. 

:'We've always b~u. 
cirivm impdon sG:yzEi 
go out to every p m ~ t  and nieas- 
ure," said planning review director 
R w  G. Krasnow, rvho joined the 
Planning Deparbnent in November. 

Staff hrnover is one reason for 
delays in chwhg complarnts about 
buildings in Clarhburg. she said. 

Montgomery County Civic Federa- 
tion kesidmt Dan Whim said the 
Planning b u d ,  which oversees I h  
Planning &ptment, & to c h d y  

m pknners' authority to lift IF 
strictions.ThebO;Vda[so~stornak~ 
sure h a t  the public is informed and can 
weighinonqpihnt 

dards," WIlhh said. "They.'aM 

s u p p d  to have authc~rity to make 
minor c h a n p ,  [but] what's the dct- 
ini tion of 'minor'? My fear is there's 
a lot more of Hi s . "  

Activists said they art. alsrr wor- 
ried that the $2.1 d o n  in fines m- 
onm~ended by staff - rou 
on a $soo,000 house and 'i"'" ~5 than 
$1.2 million against the developer 
and budders - wauld allow viola- 
tors to h e f i t  h m  violating the 
height and setback linuts. 

Problems in Clarksburg high- 
light a " b i g e r  picture issue" in 
Montgomery's Planning Depart- 
ment said Drew Povllell, executive 
dm&r of Neighbois for a Better 
Montgomery, which formed to com- 
bat rapid develo ment. 

"Everybody f own there is undcr 
incredible pmsure fmm S5OO-x- 
hour develo men€ attorneys, high- r er-ups and e wted officials," he said. 

Also hown as Neighbr~rsPAC, 
d-te group has ai t i d  six of the nine 
current cuund me&m and County 
hmitive Douglas M. Duncan (D) Tor 
getting more than haU of h cam- 
paign money horn developers. 
On Tuday, Duncan released a 

letter to Perez and B e r l a ~ .  m p g  
h e  board to impose "harsh" penal- 
ties against developers and calling 
for an base in permitting fm to 
pay for more enforcement. 

In his letter, Dunan called the vioh- 
t i m x  "a wrious abuse of th public trwst 
.. . that highlights she-gs in the 
nurent development d m v  p m . "  

A Newland Communities 
spokesman, Charlie Makr, said the 
developer believes it did nothing 
wrong and followed the des. "We 
believe khe violations were teciwid 
&-W4.ht! hd. - . I  . . ' 


